
Social Justice Tasks: Where Can You Help When Help is Needed?

1.  AMOS - an interfaith congregation-based organization working on social justice issues with Roncalli Newman as a Covenanting Congregation. There are four task force committees: Hmong Advocacy, Food Insecurity, Restorative Justice, and Health Care. A representative from Roncalli Newman serves on the AMOS Leadership Board. In addition, Roncalli Newman is developing a core team through an AMOS committee composed of dedicated and energetic parishioners.

Ways to help: Join a task force and attend a monthly meeting


        Join the Newman core team which meets at 10:10 am quarterly on a Sunday morning


        Join an existing or form a Circles of Support Group


        Participate in the Share the Bounty Program 

                           a. help collect donated fresh produce - summer only

             b.  help at the Appreciation Dinner - in August
2.  Bread for the World – Newman is a Covenant Church in Bread for the World, a national organization that advocates for hungry people. Newman conducts a post-card writing campaign (Offering of Letters) in the spring, focusing on legislation that will positively impact people who are hungry. Two fundraising projects are organized and implemented; volunteers are needed to work at the strawberry sundae booth at the Great River Folk Festival in August and be involved in the baking and selling of bread in November.

Ways to help: Help organize and facilitate Offering of Letters


         Pick, clean and freeze strawberries


         Work at the Great River Folk Festival Booth selling shortcakes and sundaes


         Help bake and/or sell bread the weekend before Thanksgiving after each mass

3.  Coats for Kids Project - Project starts at the end of September. Put out canisters in front and back of church. Take donated coats (for both children and adults) to Salvation Army (SA). Write an article for the Sunday bulletin reminding parishioners of this project.

Ways to help:  Put out and monitor canisters


         Take coats to Salvation Army


         Write an article for Sunday bulletin

4.  Habitat for Humanity - Board signing happens in August. Recruit volunteers to help gather signatures and donations after the masses. Write an article for the Sunday bulletin reminding parishioners of this event. Organize a group of female parishioners to work one day at a local site during the week of Women Build Week. There is a four-hour commitment at either an AM or PM shift. Any skill level is welcomed.

Ways to help:  Gather signatures and donations after masses


         Write an article for Sunday bulletin


          Help organize volunteers to participate in the Women Build Week one day event or in a   

   building of a Habitat for Humanity Home

5. Matthew 25 Meal - Once a year in March, Roncalli Newman serves a meal to participants of the YWCA Matthew 25 program. Meal is served at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church to about 10 to 17 women and children. One can bake, serve, clean-up, or donate supplies. 

Ways to help:  Cook meal

 
          Serve meal, then clean up


          Donate supplies

6. Place of Grace Meal - Once each quarter on a Sunday afternoon, volunteers are needed to cook, serve, and clean-up at the Place of Grace Catholic Worker Home on Hood Street. 

Ways to help:  Cook and Serve Meal


          Clean up

7.  Service Trips - Participate in a service trip to live out gospel values through service-projects directly impacting those whose quality of life has been compromised by socio-economic factors, environmental impact, or poverty. Volunteer to collaborate, coordinate, or participate.

Ways to help: Participate in trip


        Help organize trip

8.  Social Justice Committee – Serve as a member of the social justice committee attending meetings once every 6 weeks and participating in ongoing activities.

Ways to help:  Attend Social Justice Committee meetings


         Record Minutes at a SJ meeting


         Lead a SJ meeting


         Serve on the SJ Executive, or Finance Committee

9. WAFER - Secure grocery bags for this quarterly all-parish food drive, staple list on to bags, pass-out bags after masses, sort food on the following Monday evening, and transport food to WAFER.

Ways to help: Secure grocery bags


        Staple list onto bags


        Pass out bags at ASSIGNED doors


        Sort food


        Get key and food crates from WAFER 


        Transport food to WAFER


        Write Sunday Bulletin Announcements/Thank-You Note

 10. Alternative Gift Giving Project – Put up a Christmas tree with tags suggesting gifts to be bought for those in need, writing an article about Alternative Gift Giving for Sunday bulletin (can be personal experience), dropping off the gifts to a non-profit organization and taking down tree.

Ways to help: Put up tree

                Write an article for Advent bulletins encouraging alternative gift giving                 

                Drop off gifts

                Take down tree

11. Keeping Social Justice Bulletin Board Current – Post articles on the SJ bulletin board and coordinate new materials every month

Ways to help:  Post and coordinate materials

12. Winter Warming Center - a shelter for the homeless November through March
Ways to help:  Over Night Duty (9:00 PM to 7:00 AM)


          Intake Duty (8:30 to 10:30 PM)


          Make a Meal (crock pot or refrigerated)


          Call and e-mail reminders to volunteers


          Attend Core Team meetings


          Coordinate scheduling


          Participate with Sponsorship (open and close building)

13.  Casa Hogar Project - sponsor a child for one year

Ways to help:  Serve on Casa Hogar Committee


         Coordinate sponsorship efforts
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